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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Bridgend  Urban  District  Council. 


Sir,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary 
conditions  of  the  Urban  District  of  Bridgend  for  the  year  1956. 
This  Report  has  been  prepared  on  the  lines  laid  down  in  Circular 
19/56  of  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health. 


Area  of  the  Urban  District  

1,218  acres 

Rateable  Value,  1956  

85,528 

Product  of  a Penny  Rate  

£306 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  Population 

Mid  1956  

14,500 

Census  Population  figures: — 

Census  1911  

8,021 

Census  1921  

9,206 

Census  1931  

10,029 

Males  4,859 
Females  5,170 

Census  1951  

13,646 

Males  6,526 
Females  7,120 

Censal  Increase  1931 — 1951  

Censal  Increase  percentage  of  1931 

3,617 

population  

36.1 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  1921  

1,658 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  end  1956 

4,546 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Total. 

Male 

Female 

Live  Births  

261  ... 

. 131 

130 

Legitimate  

251  ... 

..  126 

125 

Illegitimate 

10  ... 

5 

5 

Still  Births  

4 .... 

2 

2 

Legitimate  

4 .... 

9 

2 

Illegitimate  

— 

— 

Deaths — Under  1 year  of 

age  

9 .... 

5 

4 

Legitimate  

9 .... 

5 

4 

Illegitimate  

Deaths — Under  4 weeks 

of  age  

9 .... 

5 

4 

Legitimate  

9 .... 

5 

4 

Illegitimate  

— 
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Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age: — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  34.48 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age: — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  34.48 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  21 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  — 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) — 


Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 yrs.  of  age) 


GENERAL  HEALTH  AND  WELFARE  SERVICES. 

1. — Services  provided  by  the  Glamorgan  County  Council: — 

(a)  At  the  Divisional  Health  Office,  Quarella  Road,  Bridgend, 

(Tel.  No.  Bridgend  700),  the  following  services  are  pro- 
vided:— 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  Home  Nursing,  Home  Help, 
School  Medical  and  Health  Visiting. 

These  services  are  administered  by  the  Divisional  Medical 
Officer. 

(b)  Mental  Health  Service: — 

The  duties  of  the  duly  authorised  officer  in  your  area  are 
carried  out  by  Mr.  D.  Mahoney,  29,  Tanyrallt  Avenue, 
Bridgend. 

(c)  Ambulance  Service: — 

The  ambulance  station  for  your  area  is  situated  at  Oak 
Street,  Aberkentig  (Tel.  No.  Aberkenfig  303). 

(d)  Welfare  Service: — 

The  local  office  for  this  service  is  at  the  Divisional  Health 
Office,  Quarella  Road,  Bridgend  (Tel.  No.  Bridgend  700). 
Officers  of  the  Welfare  Department  are  available  to  offer 
assistance  and  advice  to  those  in  need  of  hostel  accommo- 
dation, the  blind  and  the  handicapped. 

(e)  Children’s  Department: — 

The  office  of  the  Children’s  Department  of  the  County 
Council  is  at  the  County  Hall,  Cardiff.  There  is,  how- 
ever, a sub-office  at  25,  Wyndham  Street.  Bridgend 
(Tel.  No.  Bridgend  930). 
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2. — Hospital  Services: — 

Hospital  facilities  for  your  area  are  administered  by  the  Micl- 
Glamorgan  Hospital  Management  Committee.  The  office  of  this 
Committee  is  a 8,  Wind  Street,  Neath  (Tel.  No.  Neath  2251/3).  The 
following  is  a list  of  the  hospitals  and  clinics  used  by  the  residents 


of  your  area: — 

i.  Bridgend  General  Hospital,  Quarella  Road, 

Bridgend  (Tel.  No.  Bridgend  1016/8) 381  beds 

ii.  Bridgend  and  District  Cottage  Hospital, 
Merthyrmawr  Road,  Bridgend  (Tel.  No. 

Bridgend  17)  36  beds 

iii.  Cefn  Hirgoed  Isolation  Hospital,  Bridgend 

(Tel.  No.  Bridgend  1178)  78  beds 


24  for  Infectious  Diseases,  54  for  Tuberculosis. 

iv.  Heddfan,  Cefn  Hirgoed  Small  Pox  Hospital,  Bridgend. 
(Tel.  No.  Aberkenfig  240) 

18  beds  for  Aged  Persons. 

V.  Bridgend  Chest  Clinic,  Old  Cottage  Hospital,  Bridgend. 
(Tel.  No.  Bridgend  345). 

vi.  V.D.  Clinic,  Oakwood  Street,  Port  Talbot. 

In  previous  reports  it  has  been  pointed  out  that  there  appeared 
to  be  an  insufficient  number  of  beds  at  the  Bridgend  Hospital  for 
those  aged  persons  who  are  chronically  sick  and  in  need  of  hospital 
care.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  the  adaptation  of  the  Bryncethin 
Miners’  Hostel  was  completed  and  this  new  hospital,  known  as 
Maesgwyn,  with  a bed  capacity  of  66  became  available  for  such 
cases. 

3.— Services  provided  by  Government  Departments: — 

(a)  Ministry  of  National  Insurance. 

The  main  office  of  this  department  is  situated  at  Queen’s 
Road,  Trading  Estate,  Bridgend.  (Tel.  No.  Bridgend  151 
and  90).  There  is,  however,  a “Full  Caller”  Office  at 
Adare  Street,  Bridgend.  (Tel.  No.  Bridgend  758). 

Cases  in  receipt  of  benefit  referred  by  this  Department 
to  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health  are  examined  by  their 
Divisional  Medical  Officer  at  the  Chest  Clinic,  Old 
Cottage  Hospital,  Bridgend.  Medical  Boards  for  the 
examination  of  claimants  to  disablement  benefits  under 
the  National  Industrial  Injury  Act,  are  held  each  Wednes- 
day in  the  Clinic,  Glan-Ogwr,  Bridgend. 

(b)  National  Assistance  Board. 

The  area  office  for  your  district  is  at  the  Agricultural  Hall. 
Quarella  Road,  Bridgend  (Tel.  No.  Bridgend  386). 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  the  work  of  erecting  a large  block  of 
offices  at  Angel  Street,  Bridgend,  was  almost  completed.  These 
offices  are  for  the  use  of  the  Ministry  of  National  Insurance,  the 
National  Assistance  Board  and  the  Ministry  of  Labour. 
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4.  — General  Practitioner  Services: — 

This  service  is  provided  by  the  Glamorgan  Executive  Council 
47,  Park  Place,  Cardiff.  (Tel.:  Cardiff  26216). 

At  the  request  of  the  local  general  Practitioners,  a ground  floor 
flat  was  adapted  as  surgery  premises  for  their  use  on  the  West 
House  Housing  Site.  TTiis  has  been  of  great  benefit  to  the 
tenants  on  the  site,  as  surgery  facilities  are  now  within  easy  access. 

An  adjoining  flat  was  similarly  adapted  for  the  use  of  clinic 
premises  by  the  Local  Health  Authority. 

5.  — Laboratory  Facilities. 

All  bacteriological  and  chemical  analyses  relating  to  water, 
milk  and  ice  cream  are  carried  out  for  your  area  by  the  Glamorgan 
County  Public  Health  Laboratory,  The  Parade,  Cardiff. 

6.  — Care  of  the  Aged. 

In  accordance  with  Section  31  of  the  National  Assistance  Act, 
1948,  the  Bridgend  Old  Peoples  Welfare  Committee  has  been  con- 
stituted and  a Secretary  appointed. 

As  in  previous  years  the  Council  continue  to  provide  at  their 
Civic  Restaurant,  lunches  for  old  age  pensioners  at  a reduced  cost. 
This  facility  is  of  particular  benefit  to  aged  persons  living  on  their 
own,  who  are  thus  able  to  have  at  least  one  good  meal  a day. 

7.  — National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 

(a)  Section  50— BURIAL  OF  THE  DEAD. 

During  the  year  the  cost  of  burying  one  person  was  accepted 
by  your  Council.  The  total  amount  expended  under  this  section 
of  the  Act  was  £20. 

(b)  REMOVAL  TO  SUITABLE  PREMISES  OF  PERSONS  IN  NEED 

OF  CARE  AND  ATTENTION. 

No  action  was  necessary  under  Section  47  of  the  National 
Assistance  Act.  Four  persons,  however,  were  found  to  be  in  need 
of  medical  care  and  attention  and  were  persuaded  to  enter  hospital. 

The  number  of  cases  from  your  Area  admitted  voluntarily 
into  hostel  accommodation  by  the  officers  of  the  Welfare  Depart- 
ment was  four. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Facilities  for  the  diagnosis  and  home  and  clinic  treatment  of 
Tuberculosis  are  obtained  through  Dr.  Hugh  Trail,  Chest  Physician, 
Old  Cottage  Hospital,  Bridgend.  (Tel.  No.  Bridgend  345).  In  this 
work  Dr.  Trail  is  assisted  by  an  assistant  Chest  Physician.  The 
Chest  Physicians  are  also  responsible  for  the  medical  treatment  of 
the  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  at  the  Cefn  Hirgoed  Isolation 
Hospital. 
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The  incidents  of  Tuberculosis  in  your  area  shows  very  little 
change,  but  it  should  be  noted  that  cases  are  now  occurring  far 
more  frequently  in  the  higher  age  groups,  i.e.,  35  years  and  over. 
The  occurrence  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  continues  to  re- 
main low.  Non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  is  usually  of  bovine  origin 
and  was  commonly  caused  by  the  drinking  of  contaminated  milk. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  recent  Milk  Regulations  and  particular- 
ly the  greater  use  of  pasteurised  milk  has  been  responsible  for 
maintaining  this  low  rate. 

In  recent  years  with  the  discovery  of  streptomycin,  great  pro- 
gress has  been  made  in  the  cure  of  this  disease.  In  order  to  obtain 
the  maximum  benefit  of  this  recent  discovery  it  is  important  that 
the  disease  be  diagnosed  in  its  early  stages.  In  the  field  of  preven- 
tion facilities  are  available  at  the  Chest  Clinic  for  the  vaccination 
of  susceptible  contacts.  The  use  of  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit 
is  another  weapon  assisting  in  the  conquest  of  this  disease. 

It  is  a pleasing  thought  that  within  our  lifetime,  there  is  a 
possibility  that  the  tuberculosis  problem  will  be  abolished. 

Modern  treatment  has  resulted  in  it  not  being  essential  for  the 
patient  to  be  removed  to  hospital,  and  even  when  admitted  the 
length  of  stay  has  been  greatly  reduced  since  the  advent  of  chemo- 
therapy. How  different  is  the  position  today  when  one  hears  talk 
of  empty  beds  compared  with  the  conditions  of  20  .years  ago, 
when  nine  months  was  regarded  as  the  normal  waiting  time  for 
admission  to  a sanatorium.  Alternative  uses  have  already  been 
found  for  the  infectious  fever  hospitals — how  long  will  it  be  before 
a similar  fate  befalls  the  sanatoria  ? 

A word  of  caution,  however,  is  still  necessary.  The  patients 
suffering  from  tuberculosis  today  recovers  or  the  disease  becomes 
quiescent  and  he  returns  to  his  duty  as  a normal  citizen.  It  is 
essential,  however,  that  he  plays  his  part  in  conquering  the  problem 
of  tuberculosis  by  maintaining  his  personal  health  and  hygiene  at 
a very  high  level  and  submitting  to  regular  X-ray  examinations. 

(a)  New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1956. 


Particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  of  deaths  from  the 
disease  in  the  area  during  1956. 


Age  Periods 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 
M.  F. 

Non- 

Pnlnioiiary 
M.  F. 

Pulmonars’ 
M.  F. 

Noil- 

Pulmonary 
M.  F. 

Under  5 

5—14 

15—24  

25—44  

45—64 
65  and  over 

1 1 2 

2 1 1 

1 1 2 

3 1 1 

2 1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Totals 

9 1 6 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

7 _ 


(I>)  Cases  traiislierred  lo  Register  from  other  Areas  during  1956. 


Pulmonary 
M.  F.  Total 

Non-Pulmonartj 
M.  F.  Total 

Pulmonary  and 
Non-Pulmonary 

Total 

■ 2 6 8 .. 

....  — 3 3 

11 

(c)  Number  of  Cases 
of  the  year. 

on  Tuberculosis  Register  at  commencement 

Pulmonary 
M.  F.  Total 

Non-Pul  monartj 
M.  F.  Total 

Pulmonary  and 
■ Non-Pulmonary 

Total 

68  50  118  . 

....  13  14  27 

145 

(d)  Number  of  Cases 

on  Tuberculosis  Register  at  end  of  year. 

Pulmonary 
M.  F.  Total 

Non-Pulmonanj 
M.  F.  Total 

Pulmonary  and 
Non-Pulmonary 

Total 

78  59  137  . 

....  12  18  30 

167 

Notification  of  Tuberculosis  during  1956  and  the 
previous  Twenty  years. 

Year. 

CASES 

Pulmonary. 

M.  F. 

Non-Pulmonary. 
M.  F. 

■ . 

1936  

11 

6 

3 

4 

1937  

8 

9 

4 

5 

1938  ; 

9 

6 

•-T 

t 

4 

1939  

•3 

8 

5 

5 

1940  L 

' 8 

11 

5 

6 

194i  

13 

9 

1 

3 

1942  

8 

7 

2 

8 

1943 

10 

4 

9 

6 

1944  

7 

12 

4 

8 

1945  

7 

6 

7 

8 

1946  

11 

11 

7 

4 

1947  

•9. 

6 

7 

7 

1948  

10 

9 

8 

2 

1949  

7 

12 

9 

4 

1950  

13 

5 

2 

4 

1951  

8 

7 

4 

— 

1952  

14 

10 

1 

4 

1953  

10 

3 



1 

1954  

13 

13 

2 

1 

1955  ’ 

6 

12 

2 

1 

1 956  

9 

6 

1 

2 
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Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  1956  and  previous  Twenty  years. 


DEATHS. 

Year.  Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmotiury. 


M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

193fi  

1 

1 7 

1 

1 

1 

1937  

2 

1 4 

j 

1 

1938  

8 

2 

1 1 

1939  

1 

7 

[ 

1 

1940  

5 

4 

1 

1 

1941  

4 



1942  

4 

6 

2 

1 

1943  

3 

5 

- 

1944  

2 

3 

- 

— 

1945  

3 

4 

1 

1 

1946  

5 

9, 

- - 

1947  

5 

- 



1948  

3 

3 

1949  

3 

5 

1 

1950  

4 

1 



1951  

1952  

1 

1 

1 

1953  

1 

1 

1954  

1 

1 

1955  



1 

1956  

J 

1 

1 

1 

— 
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SANITARY  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


1.  — Water  Supply. 

The  whole  of  the  water  supply  of  the  Town  is  supplied  direct 
to  the  consumer  by  the  Mid-Glamorgan  Water  Board.  Your 
Council  is  not  a constituent  member  of  the  Board  and  has  no  repre- 
sentation on  that  body. 

The  supply  is  obtained  from  two  sources  (a)  an  underground 
stream  at  Schwyll  and  (b)  the  gathering  ground  at  Dimbath. 

(a)  Sclmyll.  This  supply  is  plentiful,  and  there  is  no  danger 
of  shortage.  The  only  objection  to  this  supply  is  its  hardness.  The 
water  is  treated  by  chlorination. 

(b)  Dimbath.  This  water  comes  from  the  upland  gathering 
ground  near  Blackmill,  in  the  Ogmore  and  Garw  District.  This 
water  is  filtered,  and  has  the  advantage  of  being  a soft  water. 
Nearly  400,000  gallons  of  water  pass  through  these  filters  daily. 

No.  of  houses  without  a piped  water  supply — 1. 

During  the  year  under  review  there  have  been  no  new  sources 
of  supply. 

2.  — Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  Town  is  satisfactorily  sewered,  but  owing  to  the  recent 
building  schemes  in  your  area,  and  certain  parts  of  the  Penybont 
Rural  District,  your  sewers  are  now  almost  at  maximum  capacity. 
The  sewage  from  the  Town  enters  the  main  sewer  of  the  Penybont 
Main  Sewerage  Board,  which  finally  discharges  into  the  sea  at 
Ogmore-by-Sea.  Your  Council  is  a member  of  this  Board. 

This  main  sewer  is  in  a bad  condition,  is  too  small  in  capacity 
and  needs  complete  renewing. 

For  several  years  the  renewing  of  this  Main  Sewer  has  been 
under  consideration,  and  a detailed  Scheme  has  now  been  prepared 
which  costs  in  the  region  of  £400,000. 

During  the  summer  months,  as  in  previous  years,  frequent 
justifiable  complaints  of  the  sewage  pollution  of  the  sea  and  beach 
were  received  from  holiday  visitors  at  Ogmore-by-Sea. 

It  is  fortunate  that  due  to  the  nature  of  sea  water  there  is  very 
little  evidence  to  prove  that  the  pollution  of  sea  water  by  sewage 
has  been  responsible  for  serious  outbreaks  of  diseases  m persons 
bathing  in  such  waters.  There  is,  however,  ample  evidence  tha 
sewage  pollution  of  the  sea  can  and  does  spread  typhoid  and  para- 
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typhoid  fevers.  In  view  of  this  danger  and  as  it  is  agreed  by  all  that 
sewage  pollution  is  aesthetically  revolting,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  work  necessary  on  the  Penybont  Main  Sewer  will  commence 
in  the  shortest  possible  time,  and  that  a sewage  purification  scheme 
will  be  adopted. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  Public  Health  Inspectors’  Tabulated 
Statement,  168  drains  were  tested.  The  majority  of  these  tests 
were  on  properties.  Council  and  private,  in  the  course  of  erection. 
One  does  sometimes  feel  that  in  view  of  the  Working  Party’s  re- 
commendation, this  procedure  could  be  simplified. 

3. — Closet  Accommodation. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  1956  the  number  of  closets  was  as 


follows  : — 

Water  Closets  to  Sewer  (approx.)  6,886 

Water  Closets  to  Cesspools  9 

Pail  Closets  2 

Septic  Tank  System  1 


4.  — Public  Cleansing. 

This  work  is  carried  out  by  the  Council’s  own  staff  under  the 
direction  of  the  Surveyor. 

Refuse  and  street  sweepings  are  collected  daily  in  the  town 
area,  and  twice  weekly  in  the  remainder  of  the  district. 

The  refuse  is  disposed  by  controlled  tipping  in  a dis-used 
quarry  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  town. 

The  tip  is  carefully  controlled  and  sealed  every  night. 

This  work  is  carried  out  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the 
Department. 

5.  — ^^Cesspools. 

The  cleansing  of  the  cesspools  is  carried  out,  free  of  charge,  by 
the  Council’s  staff  at  the  request  of  the  tenants. 

6.  — Public  Conveniences, 

The  Council  continues  to  be  very  concerned  over  the  lack  of 
adequate  public  conveniences  in  the  vicinity  of  the  ’bus  station. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

1. — Shops. 

392  visits  were  paid  by  your  Inspectors  to  various  shops  in  the 
area  and  improvements  were  carried  out  in  14  instances. 
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2.  — Atmospheric  Pollution. 

Although  atmospheric  pollution  is  not  an  acute  problem 
within  your  area,  one  feels  that  mention  should  be  made  of  the 
awakening  of  the  public  conscience  to  this  danger. 

In  recent  decades  the  pollution  of  the  atmosphere  by  the  fumes 
of  the  internal  combustion  engine  has  increased  enormously,  and 
Uiat  added  to  the  pollution  that  arises  from  Industry  has  resulted 
in  much  foreign  matter  entering  the  lungs  of  humans.  As  all 
humans  have  to  breath,  the  hazard  is  obvious. 

The  removal  of  this  danger  will  require  strong  and  determined 
action,  but  it  should  be  remembered  that  this  pollution  is  no  greater 
than  that  which  our  forefathers  faced  a hundred  years  ago  when 
lack  of  sewerage  systems  and  the  pollution  of  water  supplies  caused 
so  many  epidemics. 

3.  — Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

A Public  Open-air  Swimming  Bath  was  opened  in  May,  1938. 
The  cost  was  £6,600.  The  capacity  of  the  bath  is  186,000  gallons. 
A filtration  plant  is  installed,  and  has  a six-hour  turn  over.  The 
water  is  first  filtered,  then  chlorinated,  then  aerated,  and  returned 
to  the  bath. 

The  Swimming  Bath  was  regularly  inspected  and  16  samples  of 
water  were  taken  for  examination.  On  all  occasions  the  samples 
of  water  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

There  are  no  private  swimming  baths  in  the  district. 


4. — Disinfestation. 

Two  complaints  of  the  presence  of  bed  bugs  were  received,  and 
eight  minor  infestations  by  cockroaches  and  ants  were  reported. 


5. — Rodent  Control. 

The  cost  of  this  service,  to  the  Council,  is  subject  to  50%  grant 
from  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

A full-time  rodent  operator  is  employed  for  the  destruction  of 
rats  throughout  the  district.  All  the  complaints  from  private  and 
business  premises  were  attended  to,  the  treatment  being  carried  out 
free  of  charge  in  private  premises,  but  the  cost  of  treatment  at 
business  and  commercial  premises  was  recovered. 

As  directed  by  the  Divisional  Office  of  the  Ministry  of  Agricul- 
ture and  Fisheries,  during  the  year  2 maintenance  treatments  in 
sewers  were  carried  out  in  your  district. 
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In  accordance  with  Article  27  (Section  18)  of  the  Sanitary  Officers’  Order  (Outside  London)  Regulations,  the  following  i: 

Pul)lic  Health  Inspector’s  tabidated  statement  : — 
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FACTORIES. 


The  factories  in  the  district  have  been  systematically  inspected 
and  the  details  as  required  by  the  Factory  Act  1937  are  set  out  in 
the  table  below. 


1. — Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  Health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Premises 

Number  of — 

No.  on 
Register 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6 are  to  be  enforced  liy  Local 
Authorities  

4 

10 

2 

Nil 

Factories  not  included  above  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  b3'  the  Local 
Authority  

48 

62 

4 

Nil 

Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  (e.x- 
cludimr  out-workers  orenii.ses  

9 

13 

Nil 

TOTAL  

61 

85 

6 

Nil 

2. — Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found — 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Referred — 

No.  of  cases  in 
which  prosecu- 
tions were  in- 
stituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Reme- 

died 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  

Unreasonable  Tempera- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

ture  (S.3)  

Inadequate  Ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

(S.4)  

Ineffective  drainage  of 

— 



Floors  (S.6)  

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7):  — 

(ii)  Insufficient  

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defec- 

— 

— 

tive  ; 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

2 

2 

1 

sexes  

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 

Out-work  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  

6 

6 

— 

1 

— 

3 —Outwork.  During  the  year  1 outworker  was  notified  as  re- 
siding in  this  district. 
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HOUSING. 


The  following  are  the  particulars  relating  to  Housing  in  your 


area  : — 

By  Local  Authority — 

(a)  Number  of  houses  completed  and  occupied 

during  the  year  1956  195 

(b)  Number  partly  completed  during  the  year 

1956  103 

(c)  Sanctioned,  but  not  commenced  90 

(d)  Total  number  of  houses  completed  and 

occupied  since  1918  1247 


By  Private  Enterprise,  Building  Societies,  etc. — 


(a)  Number  of  houses  completed  and  occupied 

during  the  year  1956  90 

(b)  Number  partly  completed  during  the  year  1956  35 

(c)  Number  for  which  plans  were  passed  but  not 

commenced  during  the  year  1956  18 

Clearance  Areas  and  Individual  Unfit  Houses. 

(a)  Clearance  Areas  ^ Nil. 

(b)  Houses  closed  or  demolished — 

(1)  Demolished  Nil. 

(2)  Closing  Orders  4 

No.  of  families  displaced  4 

No.  of  persons  displaced  10 

(3)  Closing  Orders  (Part  Buildings)  4 

No.  of  families  displaced  6 

No.  of  persons  displaced  18 

(c)  Housing  Repairs — 

No.  rendered  fit  by  : 

1.  Informal  action  37 

2.  Formal  action 

By  Owners  5 

(d)  Slum  Clearance  programme — 

Estimated  number  of  houses  unfit  for  human 
habitation  55 


HOUSING  REPAIRS  (Increase  of  Rent)  REGULATIONS,  1954. 

These  Regulations  came  into  operation  on  the  31st  August. 


1954. 


No  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  received. 
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Housing  and  Sanitary  Improvements  carried  out  during 

the  year. 

Water  Supplies; — 

Services  renewed  

Storage  cisterns  renewed  

External  Repairs: — 

Chimney  stacks  repaired  

Roofs  re-slated  or  repaired  

Walls  cemented  or  rough-casted  

Downpipes  and  roof  gutters  renewed  or  repaired 
Paved  areaas  repaired  

Internal  Repairs: — 

Ceilings  renewed  or  repaired  

Floors  renewed  or  repaired  

Grates  and  ovens  renewed  or  repaired  

Defective  plaster  to  walls  made  good  

Doors  and  frames  repaired  

Windows  and  frames  renewed  or  repaired 

Sash  cord  provided  to  windows  

Hot  water  systems  repaired  or  renewed  

Sanitary  Improvements: — 

Defective  drains  repaired  

New  inspection  chambers  constructed  or  bricked  up 
New  inspection  chamber  covers 

Choked  drains  cleared  

Defective  w.c.  pans  replaced  by  pedestals  

New  flushing  systems  installed  or  repaired  

Vent  shafts  renewed  or  repaired  

New  scullery  sinks  and  baths  provided 

W.C.  seats  repaired  or  renewed  - 

Sink  or  bath  waste  pipes  renewed  or  repaired 

New  water  closets  constructed  


4 

6 


6 

22 

7 

18 

6 


27 

5 
3 

42 

6 
21 
15 

3 


25 

10 

15 

24 

11 

5 

8 

10 

5 

4 


Common  Lodging  Houses. 

Number  registered 


Moveable  Dwellings. 

One  licence  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  tor  the  erection 
and  use  of  moveable  dwellings— trailer  caravan— was  issued. 

Allocation  of  Council  Houses. 

Ac  in  the  nrevious  year  your  Public  Health  Inspectors  again 

undertook  the  onerous  task  of  interviewing, 

the  applications  tor  Council  accommodation  and  investigating 

quests  for  transfers. 
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The  correlating  of  facts  and  the  presenting  of  reports  to  the 
Housing  Committee  required  a great  deal  of  time  and  patience,  and 
has  resulted  in  this  duty  becoming  one  of  the  major  functions  of 
the  Health  Department. 

As  in  previous  years,  all  medical  certificates  submitted  by 
applicants  in  support  of  their  application  for  a Council  house  were 
examined  by  me,  and  where  a certificate  indicated  a severe  medical 
condition,  the  home  was  visited. 

Very  many  medical  certificates  were  received  supporting 
applications  for  Council  houses,  few,  however,  were  regarded  as 
sufficiently  urgent  to  warrant  my  requesting  the  Committee  to  grant 
urgent  medical  priority  for  immediate  housing. 

r should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  House 
Committee  for  their  co-operation  and  understanding  of  all  the 
medical  cases  submitted.  1 should  also  like  to  say  how  grateful  I 
am  to  ail  those  who  have  welcomed  me  into  their  homes  when  I 
have  been  investigating  their  request  for  medical  priority.  Parti- 
cularly would  1 thank  the  Old  Age  Pensioners  for  the  pleasant  and 
inspiring  interviews  1 have  had  with  them. 

The  following  are  the  particulars  of  the  housing  position  as  at 
the  end  of  the  year: — 

1. — No.  of  applicants  granted  housing  accommodation  during 


1956 

(a)  Normal  points  list  189 

(b)  Keyworkers’  List  16 

Total  205 


2. — At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  housing  applicants  on 


the  registers  were: — 

(a)  No.  of  applicants  residing  within  the  Urban  Area  326 

(b)  No.  of  applicants  for  Aged  Persons  Bungalows  22 

(c)  No.  of  applicants  residing  outside  but  working  in 

the  Urban  Area  H6 

(d)  No.  of  applicants  both  residing  and  working  out- 
side the  Urban  Area  172 

Total  636 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


The  table  of  notifiable  diseases  submitted  indicates  that  the 
year  passed  without  any  outbreaks.  Today,  most  of  the  notifiable 
diseases  cause  little  anxiety,  but  1 feel  I must  again  issue  a gentle 
reminder  by  stating:  “please,  please,  have  the  children  immunised 
against  Diphtheria.”  Due  to  greater  knowledge  and  the  effects  of 
the  antibiotics  our  views  on  the  notifiable  diseases  have  changed 
during  the  past  decade,  and  this  has  resulted  in  Medical  Officers  of 
Health  relaxing  many  of  the  previous  restrictions  that  were  placed 
on  contacts  of  infectious  diseases. 

The  receipt  of  a Joint  Memorandum  from  the  Ministries  of 
Education  and  Health  on  the  Closure  of  Schools  and  the  Exclusion 
from  Schools  on  account  of  infectious  illnesses  gave  ministerial 
support  to  many  of  our  previous  actions. 

Three  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  were  notified  during  the  year. 
These  occurred  in  a family  who  had  eaten  home  cooked  ham, 
which  had  been  kept  in  the  boot  of  the  car  while  on  a touring 
holiday. 

Often  one  feels  that  the  term  “Food  Poisoning”  is  an  un- 
necessary exageration  of  the  signs  and  symptoms  that  arise  from 
consuming  certain  foods  that  have  become  infected. 

Possibly  it  would  assist  the  Public  and  be  a truer  description 
of  the  conditions  if  the  term  “Food  Infection”  was  used  to  replace 
such  a sinister  term  as  “Food  Poisoning.” 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

1. — Milk  Supply. 

Dairies  are  regularly  inspected  and  samples  of  milk  are  fre^- 
quently  taken  and  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Cardiff, 
for  examination. 

The  results  of  the  samples  taken  are  as  follows 

Qrade,  Satisfactory.  Unsatisfactory 

T.T.  Pasteurised  9 ~ 

Pasteurised 

•p  Y 12  

Ungraded  

Eleven  samples  of  milk  were  also  examined  for  the  presence 
of  tubercle  bacilli— all  were  negative. 
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Once  again,  I would  like  to  stress  that  milk  factories  are 
exercising  the  greatest  care  to  ensure  that  milk  reaches  the  con- 
sumer in  bottles  that  are  sterile,  free  from  foreign  material  or 
staining. 

Until  alternative  containers  become  financially  practicable,  it 
should  be  the  duty  of  every  consumer  to  see  that  milk  bottles  are 
not  misused  when  in  their  care. 

Under  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Specified  Areas)  No.  2 
Order,  only  Tuberculin  Tested,  Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk  can 
be  retailed  within  your  district. 

There  are  18  distributors  and  dairy  premises  registered  in  your 
area,  and  the  various  licences  granted  by  your  Authority  are 


classified  as  follows  — 

T.T.  and  T.T.  Pasteurised  (Dealer’s  Licence)  8 

Pasteurised  Milk  (Dealer’s  Licence)  8 

Sterilised  Milk  (Dealer’s  Licence)  Nil. 

T.T.  and  T.T.  Pasteurised  (Supplementary  Dealer’s  Licence)  8 

Pasteurised  Milk  (Supplementary  Dealer’s  Licence)  8 

Sterilised  Milk  (Supplementary  Dealer’s  Licence)  2 


In  connection  with  the  issuing  of  licences  to  the  Milk  Industry, 
one  does  feel  that  the  multiplicity  of  licences  issued  is  very  confus- 
ing, and  that  the  problem  should  be  examined  in  order  that  the 
whole  procedure  can  be  simplified. 

2.  — Ice-Cream. 

The  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations  which  came  into 
force  on  the  1st  May,  1947,  prescribe  the  methods  by  which  ice- 
cream shall  be  manufactured.  Four  premises  in  the  town  are  regis- 
tered for  the  manufacture,  storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream,  and 
thirty-six  for  the  sale  and  storage  of  ice-cream. 

3.  — Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955. 

These  Regulations  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  January, 
1956,  but  certain  provisions  contained  therein  were  deferred  until 
the  1st  July,  1956.  These  Regulations  were  welcome  by  the 
Health  Department  as  they  lay  down  the  requirements  in  respect 
of : — 

(1)  The  cleanliness  of  food  premises  and  stalls,  etc.,  and  of 
apparatus  and  equipment. 

(2)  The  hygienic  handling  of  food. 

(3)  The  cleanliness  of  persons  engaged  in  the  handling  of  food 
and  all  their  equipment,  and  the  action  to  be  taken  where 
they  suffer  from  or  are  carriers  of  certain  infections. 

(4)  The  construction  of  food  premises,  the  repair  and  main- 
tenance of  food  premises,  stalls,  vehicles,  etc.,  and  the 
facilities  to  be  provided. 
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(5)  The  temperature  at  which  certain  foods  that  are  parti- 
cularly liable  to  transmit  disease  are  to  be  kept  in  food 
premises. 

Although  Regulations  assist  in  this  matter,  the  problem  of 
food  hygiene  remains  the  personal  responsibility  of  each  individual 
connected  with  the  handling  of  food.  They  of  all  persons  must 
sp>ontaneously  recognise  that  the  personal  code  of  conduct  advised 
is  their  natural  duty  to  the  public. 

In  the  course  of  their  duties,  your  Inspectors  have  advised 
occupiers  of  food  premises  and  food  handlers  of  what  is  expected 
of  them  under  the  new  regulations,  and  posters  and  leaflets  handed 
to  the  occupiers  of  food  premises  of  abstracts  from  the  regulations. 

Mr.  Manley,  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  reports  that 
in  order  to  comply  with  the  Regulations,  the  provision  of  a con- 
stant supply  of  hot  water,  etc.,  was  carried  out  in  six  grocers  shops, 
two  fish  restaurants  and  six  butchers  shops.  He  is  pleased  to  re- 
port that  although  this  work  entailed  very  many  visits  of  inspection 
and  interviews,  the  improvements  have  been  accomplished  without 
recourse  to  formal  action  and  the  ready  co-operation  of  traders, 
in  the  majority  of  cases  was  obtained. 

During  the  winter  months,  the  St.  John’s  Ambulance  Brigade 
organised  a course  of  instruction  on  Food  Hygiene.  Mr.  Manley 
and  myself  were  asked  to  give  a series  of  lectures  and  to  arrange 
for  the^examination  of  the  candidates  at  the  end  of  the  Course.  We 
were  very  pleased  to  co-operate  in  this  new  venture  by  the  St. 
John’s  Ambulance  Brigade,  as  we  feel  such  courses  should  be  en- 
couraged. 


4. — Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 

From  the  tabulated  list  submitted,  it  will  be  noted  that  the 
through-put  of  animals  slaughtered  continues  to  rise. 

Every  carcase  leaving  the  slaughterhouse  was  inspected. 
Almost  all  the  inspection  duties  have  been  carried  out  by  Mr^ 
Jenkins,  your  additional  Public  Health  Inspector,  and  this  duty  has 
necessitated  him  working  long  hours. 

As  the  Bridgend  Slaughterhouse  serves  many  of  the  adjoin- 
ing areas.  I f«el  that  a natural  solution  to  ease  this 
be^to  seek  assistance  from  those  areas  where  the  Inspectors  do  little 
or  no  meat  inspection.  It  is  difficult  for  me  to  agree  with  my  De- 
partment, who  maintain  that  such  an  arrangement  is  unworkable. 

T nc-ilised  infestation  by  cysticercus  bovis  was  found  in  thirteen 
cattle  by  Memo.  3/Meat,  the  organs  concerned 

were  condemned  and  the  carcases  submitted  for  refrigeration. 
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Tlu'  lollowiny  are  the  numbers  of  animals  slaughtered  .since^the^^yeai^^j^^ 


Cattle 

Pigs 

Sheep 

Calves 

1934  

588  

. 2,139 

6,227  . 

560 

1935  

606  . .. 

. 2,195 

4,766  . 

273 

1936  

995  

. 2,561 

6,413  . 

334 

1937  

1,079  

. 2,546 

6,883  . 

399 

1938  

1,067  

. 2,822 

7,802  . 

370 

1939  

1,217  

. 2,595 

8,994  . 

443 

1940  

1,849  

. 2,189 

17,873  . 

1,257 

1941  

1,216  

568 

15,152  . 

1,104 

1942  

1,215  

231 

11,445  . 

1,873 

1943  

1,468  

191 

11,538  . 

2,853 

1944  

1,973  .... 

141 

12,381  . 

2,451 

1945  : 

1,667  

307 

8,872  . 

2,422 

1 94  6 i 

1,708  

89 

7,365  . 

2,534 

1947  ; 

1,646  

36 

6,388  . 

1,484 

1948  

1,266  

103 

7,469  . 

1,293 

1949  

1.365  

168 

8,546 

1,215 

1950  

1,788  

291 

8,561  . 

2,000 

1951  

1,866  

617 

8,316  . 

1,650 

1952  

1,587  

. 1,127 

9,001  . 

1,792 

1953  

1,632  

. 1,846 

11,466 

1,386 

1954  

1.661  

. 3.780 

11,646  . 

1,056 

1955 

2,256  

. 5,015 

11,714  . 

734 

1956  

3,035  

. 4,227 

14,824  .. 

788 

Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned  in  whole  or  in  part. 


Cattle 

excluding  Sheep  and 


Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Lainhs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  Killed  

2,889  .... 

..  146  ... 

...  788  ... 

...  14,824  .... 

..  4,227  . 

Nil 

Number  Inspected  

2,889  .... 

..  146  ... 

...  788  ... 

...  14,824  .... 

..  4,227  . 

Nil 

All  diseases  except  Tuber- 
culosis & Cysterci. 

Who'e  ca'cases  ' con- 
demned   

0 

1 ... 

0 

23  .... 

4 . 

Nil 

Ccirca.ses  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  

802  .... 

..  63  ... 

3 ... 

...  1,203  .... 

8.2 

865  . 

Nil 

PercentaRe  of  the  number 
inspected  affected 

with  disease  other 
than  Tuberculosis 

and  Cvsterci  

27.8  .... 

..  43.8  ... 

.6  ... 

..  20.5  . 

Nil 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned   

8 .... 

5 ... 

0. 

0 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  orpan  was 
condemned  

202  ...• 

...  28  ... 

1 ... 

..  203  . 

Nil 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected 

with  Tuberculosis 

• 7.6  ... 

1 

...  22..5  ... 

.3  ... 

4.8  . 

Nil 

Cysticerosis. 

Carcases  of  which  .some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  

13  ... 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  re- 
frigeration   

13  ... 

Ceneralised  and  totally 
condemned  
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The  conditions  occurring  which  resulted  in  the  total  condem- 
nation of  the  carcases  reported  above  were  as  follows:— 

12  Sheep  Carcases  and  OHal— General  Oedema  and  Emaciation. 


Calf 


1 
1 
J 
5 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 

1 Pi« 

1 

1 

2 
1 
5 
1 


Carca.se  and 


Carcase  and 


_ i I 

Acute  Anaemia  and  Emaciation. 

„ Acute  Anaemia. 

„ Acute  Anaemia  and  Fever. 

„ Acute  Fever  and  High  Blood  Count 

„ Injur>’. 

Ollal — Septic  Pneumonia  and  F’ever. 

Congenital  Tuberculo.sis. 

„ Septic  Peritonitis  and  Fever. 

,1  Generalised  Tuberculosis. 

Offal — Septic  Enteritis. 

„ Septicaemia. 

„ Tul)erculosis  and  Emaciation. 

Multiple  Abscesses  and  Fevei'. 

Generalised  Tuberculo.sis. 

■Generalised  Tuberculosis  (Cow). 

Se])tic  Peritonitis,  Fever  and  High  Blood 
Count  (0.\). 

General  Oedema  and  Emaciation  (Heifer). 
Septicaemia  and  Emaciation  (Cow). 
Tuberculosis  and  Septicaemia  (Heifer). 
Generalised  Tuberculosis  (Oxen). 
Generalised  Tuberculosis  (Heifer). 

Total  weight  of  meat  condemned  during  the  year  was: — 
1 6 tons,  6 cwts.,  3 qrs.,  17  lbs. 


Bovine 


1 

1 

1 

4 

3 


Ciircases  and  Offal 


All  the  condemned  meat  was  collected  and  removed  to  a well- 
equipped  Knacker's  Yard  at  Hendre,  Pencoed,  near  Bridgend, 
where  it  was  suitably  treated  or  destroyed. 

As  required  by  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  five  new 
Slaughterman’s  Licences  were  granted  during  the  year,  and  23 
licences  renewed. 


There  are  no  private  slaughterhouses  in  your  area. 


5. — Adulteration. 

This  work  is  undertaken  by  the  County  Public  Health  Inspectors, 
and  the  following  is  their  report  in  connection  with  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  in  your  area. 

SAMPLES  SENT  FOR  EXAMINATION. 

Milk  11,  Malt  and  Hops  1,  Sterilised  Cream  4,  Meat  Spread  2. 
Lemon  Curd  1,  Sponge  Mixture  5,  Pie  Filling  1,  Vinegar  4,  Sweets 
1,  Jam  7,  Canned  Soup  4,  Golden  Raising  Powder  1,  Margarine  2, 
Pastry  Mixture  2,  Chocolate  Spread  1,  Condensed  S4ilk  5,  Mixed 
Peel  3,  Orange  Squash  4,  Mustard  1,  Cake  Mixture  5,  Mixed  Herbs 
I,  Blancmange  Powder  2,  Epsom  Salts  1,  Lentils  1,  Coffee  and 
Chicory  Essence  2,  Gravy  Browning  2,  Salad  Cream  2,  Shredded 
Beef  Suet  3,  Tea  Cake  Mixture  3,  Custard  Powder  1,  Glace 
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Samples  Sent  eoh  Examination — Coutinued. 

Cherries  2,  Fish  Paste  4,  Mayonnaise  1,  Meat  Paste  3,  Curry  Powder 
1,  Honey  I.  Table  Jelly  3,  Baking  Powder  3,  Rice  3,  Dessicated 
Coconut  2,  Honeycombe  Mould  1,  Tomato  Sauce  4,  Mixed  Spice 
1,  Tee  Cream  1,  Sugar  3,  Self  Raising  Flour  3,  Double  Cream  I, 
Tapioca  2,  Semolina  1,  Canned  Fish  2,  Canned  Tomatoes  1, 
Marmalade  1,  Arrowroot  1,  Mint  1,  Pearl  Barley  1,  Flour  1, 
Sultanas  1.  Canned  Oranges  1,  Luncheon  Meat  1,  Mincemeat  2, 
Spirit  Vinegar  1,  Redcurrant  Jelly  1,  Cake  and  Pudding  Mixture  1, 
Ground  Almonds  1,  Coffee  Sugar  1.  Total — 141. 

One  sample  of  Ice  Cream  was  found,  on  analysis,  to  be  deficient 
in  fat  to  the  extent  of  not  less  than  35%.  Proceedings  were  taken 
against  the  Vendor  resulting  in  a conditional  discharge  on  payment 
of  £2  2s.  Od.  Advocate’s  fee,  15/-  Analyst’s  fee  and  4/-  Court  costs. 

6. — Unsound  Food. 

The  following  list  of  articles  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 
consumption  and  were  voluntarily  surrendered  and  destroyed: — 

190  tins  Canned  Meat,  492  tins  Canned  Vegetables,  2 jars 
Pickled  Vegetables,  608  tins  Canned  Fruit,  179  tins  of  Cream  or 
Milk,  29  tins  Soup,  74  tins  Canned  Fish,  74  pkts.  Sponge  Mixture, 
4 stone  Fresh  Fish,  6 bottles  Sauce,  24  Meat  Pies,  14  jars  Meat 
Paste,  16  pkts.  Cat’s  Meat,  8 pkts.  Porridge,  13  galls.  Cockles,  241bs. 
Laverbread,  3,744  pieces  Chocolate  Biscuits  and  84  boxes  Grapes. 

The  Department  greatly  appreciate  the  vigilance  shown  by 
shop  keepers  in  the  examination  of  the  food  products  in  their 
possession,  and  the  willingness  in  which  they  seek  advice  from  the 
Health  Department, 

The  explanation  for  the  large  number  of  chocolate  biscuits 
destroyed  is  that  a maggot  was  found  in  a biscuit  sold  in  an  ad- 
joining area.  On  examination  of  the  stock  held  by  the  wholesaler, 
other  biscuits  were  found  to  contain  maggots,  so  without  hesitation, 
the  wholesalers  requested  the  destruction  of  all  the  remainder  of 
their  stock. 


7.  — Food  Premises,  etc. 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  preserved  foods, 
including  3 fried  fish  shops  

Number  of  premises  registered  for  Ice-Cream  

Number  of  Bakehouses  

Number  of  Licensed  Premises  and  Registered  Clubs 

8.  — Pet  Animals  Act,  1951. 

Number  of  Pet  Shops  licenced  under  this  Act — 2. 


14 

40 

4 

27 
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CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 
Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the  year  1956. 


Under 

DISEASE  1 yr. 

1-2 

3-4 

5 

to 

9 

10 

to 

14 

15 

to 

19 

20 

to 

34 

33 

to 

44 

45 

to  65  & Total 
64  over  Cases 

! 1 

Sciirlct  Fever  | j 

1 

1 1 

2 

9 

3 

! 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

15 

! 

Erysipeliis  

1 

I 

! 

i 

1 1 
1 

1 

Whooping  Cough  

4 

1 

1 1 

i 

3 

7 

1 

1 

15 

Food  Poisoning  

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 ! 

1 

3 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

1 

1 

13 

3 

17 

Measles  

9 

5 

6 

20 

Dysentery  

1 

3 

• 

4 

Acute  Pneumonia  

1 

1 

Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic) 

1 

1 

„ (Non-Paralytic) 

1 

1 

24 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  for  each  Month  in  1956. 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1956. 
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Nett  Birtli.s  rcKisterecl  in  tlie  calendar  year — 261  Legitimate,  251.  Illegitimate,  10. 

Nett  Infant  Death.s  rcK-jri.stered  in  the  calendar  year — 9.  Legitimate,  9 (Males  5,  Females  4). 

Illegitimate,  0. 


MALE  AND  FEMALE  LIVE  BIRTHS 
Registered  in  each  month. 


.Month 

South 

Ward 

North 

Ward 

West 

Ward 

Bridgend 

General 

Hospital 

Outward 

Transfer- 

able 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

January 

1 

2 

— 

— 

4 

1 

3 

5 

= 38 

36 

February 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

7 

9 

. 38 

40 

March 

2 

1 

1 

1 

5 

1 

. 7 

7 

20 

24 

April 

3 

5 

— 

1 

4 

4 

2 

— 

18 

24 

May 

1 

— 

1 

1 

5 

1 

6 

4 

29 

23 

June 

2 

1 

— 

— 

■ 2 

2 

4 

6 

20 

29 

July 

3 

— 

1 

3 

2i 

4 

3 

5 

23 

24 

August 

2 

1 

5 

3 

1 

6 

— 

2 

26 

21 

September 

— 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

5 

5 

\ 23 

25 

October 

5 

— 

3 

— 

— 

1 

3 

4 

24 

24 

November 

2 

1 

3 

1 

4 

1 

4 

4 

28 

23 

December 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

3 

5 

3 

22 

15 

Totals  

21 

15 

15 

12 

28 

24  1 

1 

49 

54  1 

1 

309 

308 

It  will  be  noted  from  the  above  figures  that  this  year  more 
confinements  occurred  at  home  than  in  the  Bridgend  General 
Hospital. 

In  previous  years,  there  was  a ratio  of  one  home  confinement 
to  two  hospital  confinements.  This  change  has  not  been  brought 
about  by  an  alteration  in  the  expectant  mother’s  attitude  to  hospital 
confinement,  but  through  the  Maternity  Department  being  closed 
for  a period  during  the  month  of  April  and  to  the  restriction  placed 
on  admissions  due  to  infection  in  the  Ward  and  lack  of  midwives. 
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Causes  of  Death  in  Bridgend  Urban  District,  1956. 

Population — 14,500. 


Causes  of  Death. 


M. 

All  Causes  94 

1 Tuberculosis,  respiratory  1 

2 Tuberculosis,  other  1 

3 Syphilitic  Disease  - — 

4 Diphtheria  — 

5 Whooping  Cough  — 


6 Meningococcal  Infections  

7 Acute  Poliomyelitis  

8 Measles  

9 Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 


10  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  2 

11  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  6 

12  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  — 

13  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  — 

14  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 6 

15  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  1 

16  Diabetes  — 

17  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  12 

18  Coronary  disease,  angina  22 

19  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  2 

20  Other  Heart  Disease  16 

21  Other  circulatory  disease  2 

22  Influenza  — 

23  Pneumonia  4 

24  Bronchitis  7 

25  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  — 

26  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  1 

27  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  1 

28  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  1 

29  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  1 

30  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  — 

31  Congenital  malformations  3 

32  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  2 

33  Motor  vehicle  accidents  1 

34  All  other  accidents  1 

35  Suicide  - 1 

36  Homicide  and  operations  of  war  — 


F. 

60 

1 


1 

1 

1 

4 

1 


15 

1 

2 

3 

1 

3 

10 
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GLAMORGAN  (ADMINISTRATIVE  GOUNTY)— VITAL  STATISTICS,  1956. 


Births 


Estimated 

Population 

1956 

Number 

of 

Births 

Rate  per  1,000 
Population 
Crude  Adjusted 

England  & Wales 

....  15.60  

Administrative  County  

738,000  

...  11,629  .... 

....  15.76  

..  15.60 

Urban  Districts  

534,500  

...  8,574  .... 

....  16.04  

..  15.88 

Rural  Districts  

Health  Division. 

Constituent  Districts. 

203,500  

...  3,055  .... 

....  15.01  

..  15.31 

Aberdare  and  Mountain  Ash — 


Deaths 

Number  Rate  per  1,000 

of  Population 

Deaths  Crude  Adjusted 


Infant  Mortality  Neo-natal  Mop.tality 

Deaths  Rate  per  Deaths  Rate  per 
under  1000  Live  under  IC'OO  Live 
1 Year  Births  4 weeks  Births 


....  11.7  .... 

9,053  .... 

....  12.27  ... 

- 13.99 

6,533  .... 

....  12.22  .... 

....  14.05 

2,520  .... 

....  12.38  .... 

....  13.49 

23.8  .... 

..  352  .. 

30.27  .... 

....  236 

: 257  ... 

29.97  .... 

....  164 

. 95  ... 

31.10  .... 

....  72 

20.29 

19.13 

23.57 


Aberdare  Urban  

Mountain  Ash  Urban 

Caerphilly  and  Gelligaer — 

Caerphilly  Urban  

Gelhgaer  Urban  

Mid-Glamorgan — 

Bridgend  Urban  

Maesteg  Urban  

Ogmore  & Garw  Urban  

Porthcawl  Urban  

Penybont  Rural  

Neath  and  District — 

Neath  M.B.  

Neath  Rural  

Pontypridd  and  Llantrisant — 

Llantrisant  Rural  

Pontypridd  Urban  

Port  Talbot  and  Glyncorrwg — 

Glyncorrwg  Urban 

Port  Talbot  M.B.  

South  East  Glamorgan — 

Barry  M.B.  

Cardiff  Rural  

Cowbridge  M.B.  

Cowltridge  Rural  

Penarth  Urban  

West  Glamorgan — 

Gower  Rural  

Llwchwr  Urban  

Pontardawe  Rural  

Rhondda — 

Rhondda  M.B. 


40,240  

563  ... 

13.99  ... 

14.55  622  ... 

15.46  ... 

15.61  .... 

16 

28.42  ... 

13 

23  09 

30,670  

462  .... 

15.06  .. 

14.9: 

1 390  ... 

12.72  ... 

15.39  .... 

....  12  . 

25.97  .... 

8 .. 

17.32 

37,110  

764  .... 

....  20.59  ... 

19.5f 

3 407  ... 

10.97  ... 

14.70  .... 

....  21  . 

27.49  .... 

....  12  .. 

15  71 

36,210  

644  .... 

....  17.79  ... 

18.32  422  ... 

11.65  . . 

14.68  .... 

....  31  . 

48.14  .... 

....  18  .. 

27.95 

14,500  

261  .... 

....  18.00  .... 

17.10  154  ... 

10.62  ... 

11.26  

...  9 . 

34.48  .... 

....  9 ... 

34.48 

22,660  

373  .... 

....  16.46  .... 

....  16.62  232  .... 

10.24  ... 

13.00  

....  9 . 

24.13  

6 ... 

16.09 

22,240  

360  .... 

....  16.19  .... 

....  16.35  273  .... 

12.28  ... 

14.74  

...  12  . 

33.33  

...  10  ... 

27.78 

9,9S0  

134  .... 

....  13.43  .... 

....  13.8^ 

3 140  .... 

14.03  ... 

12.07  

....  5 . 

37.31  

2 ... 

14.93 

35,270  

535  .... 

....  15.17  .... 

....  15.1/ 

^ 499  .... 

....  14.15  .... 

12.59  

...  23  .. 

42.99  

...  19  ... 

35.51 

31,250  

457  .... 

....  14.62  .... 

....  13.61 

) 360  .... 

....  11.52  .... 

...  13.02  

...  12  .. 

26.26  

...  9 .... 

19.69 

41,350  

589  .... 

14.24  .... 

....  13.91 

i 470  .... 

....  11.37  .... 

....  14.44  

...  17  .. 

28.86  

...  12  .... 

20.37 

25,700  

426  .... 

....  16.58  .... 

....  15.92 

! 271  .... 

....  10.54  .... 

...  13.49  

...  14  .. 

32.86  

...  11  .... 

....  25.82 

37,700  

537  .... 

....  14.24  .... 

....  13.67 

' 466  .... 

....  12.36  .... 

....  13.35  

..  10  ... 

18.62  

4 .... 

....  7.45 

9,660  

216  .... 

....  22.36  

....  21.91 

107  

...  11.08  

....  15.84  

...  8 ... 

37.04  

4 

....  18.52 

47,130  

883  .... 

....  18.74  

....  18.18 

i 496  

...  10.52  

...  13.57  

..  25  ... 

28.31  

..  18  

....  20.39 

41,920  

731  

....  17.44  

....  16.74 

: 448  

...  10.69  

...  11.76  

..  23  ... 

31.46  

..  13  

...  17.78 

38,000  

572  

....  15.05  

....  15.80 

' 515  

...  13.55  

...  11.65  

. 16  ... 

27.97  

..  12  

...  20.98 

1,030  

13  

...  12.61  

...  13.25 

' 19  

...  18.45  

...  19.19  

— 





— 

19,240  

309  

...  16.06  

...  17.99 

141  

...  7.33  

...  12.75  

7 .... 

22.65  

4 

...  12.94 

19.040  

303  

....  15.91  

...  15.75 

241  

...  12.66  

...  11.77  

7 .... 

23.10  

5 

...  16.50 

.11,890  

185  .... 

....  15.56  

....  16.49 

147  

...  12.36  

...  10.38  

6 .... 

....  32.43  

5 

..  27.03 

25,760  

349  .... 

...  13.55  

...  13.96 

310  

...  12.03  

...  14.08  

. 12  .... 

....  34.38  

7 

..  20.06 

32,050  

439  .... 

....  13.70  

...  13.97 

477  

...  14.88  

..  16.07  

. 12  .... 

....  27.33  

9 

..  20.50 

107,400  

..  1,524  .... 

....  14.19  

...  13.91 

1,446  

...  13.46  

...  15.61  

. 45 

....  29.53  

. 26  

..  17.06 

Public  Health  Department,  County  Hall,  Cardiff. 
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CANCER. 


The  number  of  deaths  certified  as  being  caused  by  Cancer 
was  21. 

A point  worth  noting  is  that  the  total  number  of  deaths  from 
Cancer  of  the  Lung  since  1950  is  32  and  all  except  one  were  males. 

The  following  table  shows  the  organs  affected,  as  well  as  the 
age  at  death,  and  the  sex  of  the  individuals  affected. 


Organs  affected 

25^5 

yrs. 

M F 

45—65 

yrs. 

M F 

65—75 

yrs. 

M F 

75 

upwards 
M F 

Totals 

M F 

Stomach  

1 

1 

1 

2 1 

Pancreas  

1 

1 

Colon  

2 

1 

3 

Testis  

1 

1 

Lung  and  Bronchus  ... 

2 

4 1 

6 1 

Bladder  

1 

1 

Breast  

3 

1 

4 

Liver  

1 

1 

Totals  

2 

3 3 

7 2 

2 2 

14  7 
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Mid-Glamorgan  Water  Board.  RAINFALL  RECORDS 

For  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1956. 
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JOHN  G.  LLOYD,  Engineer  and  Manager. 


During  the  year  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  (Change  of  Designa- 
tion Act)  came  into  force,  these  Officers  being  in  future  designated 
Public  Health  Inspectors. 

This  change  is  welcomed  by  the  Public  Health  Department  as 
the  modern  trend  is  for  the  functions  of  these  Inspectors  to  con- 
centrate more  on  public  health  advisory  matters,  and  less  on 
engineering  problems  as  was  the  case  a few  decades  ago. 

In  conclusion,  I would  like  to  express  to  the  Council  my 
appreciation  of  the  interest  shown  by  the  Members  in  matters 
affecting  public  health  and  to  thank  the  Council’s  staff  for  their 
co-operation,  and  in  particular  Mr.  Manley,  Senior  Public  Health 
Inspector  and  the  other  members  of  the  Health  Department,  who  by 
their  efforts  have  helped  to  maintain  a high  standard  of  efficiency 
in  matters  relating  to  public  health. 

I am,  sir. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  ALUN  EVANS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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